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A Letter from our Session Clerks on behalf of the Session 
of Logie Kirk. 

 
Dear Friends, 
  
At the 2021 General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
presbyteries all over Scotland were instructed to plan for the 
future, taking into account the falling number of ministers and 
resources.  
  
Stirling Presbytery decided that over the next 5-7 years Logie and 
Bridge of Allan parishes are to be “linked” to have one minister 
while another minister will work at the University. 
  
It was a shock to our Kirk Session that the Plan outlined by 
Presbytery last week proposes the closure of the Logie Kirk 
building and a move down to the Halls. 
  
The reason given for the proposed closure is that the kirk is located 
outside the community it seeks to serve. In reality, most members 
attending most churches will drive there, so being a mile or so 
away is neither here nor there. Actually, our large car park 
probably makes Logie Kirk more accessible than many town 
churches. 
  
We felt that any inconvenience is surpassed by the beauty of the 
Logie Kirk building and its rural setting. It is our spiritual home, a 
special place to be shared and an important focus for the Logie 
family, whether you can trace your roots back five generations or 
five months. 
  
The Kirk Session met this week and has given strong reasons for 
the Committee to reconsider this proposal. This will be submitted 



3 
 

shortly, and we will find out if we have been successful in 
September. 
We have already been discussing working more closely with our 
Bridge of Allan neighbours. In the week following his induction, Jan 
was in talks with Dan Harper, the minister of Bridge of Allan, to 
work more closely together. We have been blessed with a minister 
who really does reach out and create new bonds.  
  
Each Sunday a friendly, relaxed service is attended by growing 
numbers. 
Each Tuesday a Coffee Morning is held in the Hall, giving all there a 
chance to meet and chat with others.  
  
If you have any questions or concerns about this, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch with Jan, Brenda, Dianne or your elder. 
  
Brenda Smith and Dianne McNaughton.  

 
A Letter from Jan Steyn, minister at Logie Kirk 

Dear Friends* 

By this time, you might be aware of the Presbytery Plan’s proposal 
to close the Logie Kirk building in 5 years’ time.  (Letter above). If 
that happens, it would not be the first nor the last church building 
to be closed. In addition to this letter and the one formulated in 
response to the Presbytery Plan, I would like to add the following:  
 
I ask myself: What would the most convincing argument be against 
the closing of this building? What would the one thing be that 
would make others realise that this place of worship should remain 
“open”?  
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The only answer I have is this: When they see, feel, experience it as 
a place of live, real and honest community and reflection; a place 
which is a spiritual home and encouragement for life amidst all the 
challenges.  
 
Logie Kirk might not remain open based on so called practical 
arguments. But no one would or could argue against the presence 
of life, a deep sense of community and reflective living. No one 
would be able to argue against something that speaks about the 
essence of life, that breathes the presence of God.  
 
Thus, what seems to be a threat in terms of closing a church, is 
much more of a question, a challenge and a wake-up call for us! Do 
we value what we have? Do we fully engage and support? 
Ultimately it asks each one of us about our own spiritual journey. 
And it asks us how a beautiful building and a very special setting 
can encourage us and be a home to the most essential aspect of 
life.  
 
We have a challenge ahead of us. But we have much more than 
that. We have the opportunity to make the most beautiful of Life 
blossom afresh.  
 
With sincere love 
 

 
 
Jan Steyn  
 
*The word “friends” always makes me think of the Gospel of John 
chapter 15:15. Beautiful.  


