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 “Will Logie Kirk close?”  

Where does one begin? This question leads to 

many more. Where do you look for an answer? 

Who can answer this? Who decides? What will 

the criteria be? Can any church be closed? Is a 

church the building or the people or God’s? 

Should we be worried? Should we worry? Who 

are “we”? Etc. Etc.  

So, dear friends, not an easy question and no easy answer. But it is an 

important and urgent topic for all of us – us, meaning those who have an 

interest in Logie as a community of believers. In the next few paragraphs, I 

will try to reflect on a few guidelines or pointers towards some 

understanding of answering this question.  

Firstly, let me start with an all-covering disclaimer: I do not have “the 

answer”. Nor do I have the answers! Having been here for a mere nine 

months, I might not even be the appropriate person attempting any answer. 

The layers of stories and history is much too complicated and intricate to 

grasp, explain or even understand in the short time that I have been here. 

But as part of the Session and having the role of guiding towards God’s vision, 

yes, I am called to answer.  

A bit of history. Apart from global cultural changes in culture and human 

behaviour, more traditional churches all around the world have seen a 

decline in membership. This is not true of all churches. But the traditional 

denominational churches have seen a decline in attendance, membership, 

and youth attendance. This is too vast to discuss in detail but cannot be 



ignored. This has led to changes in the structure of the Church of Scotland 

where, for example, presbyteries are being united and decreased to nine 

bigger presbyteries. Decreasing offerings as well as a decline in full-time 

ministers have led to reductions in available ministry posts and linking of 

charges.  

The pandemic has changed society in many ways. One effect of the long 

period of lockdown – and this is no news – is that many have not returned to 

traditional way of worship. 

But these are more general tendencies and merely help us to understand the 

position we, at Logie Kirk, and many other churches find themselves in.  

The presbytery’s decision to indicate the possible closing of Logie in five years 

is part of these bigger societal moves.  

One does not to be a scientist to realise that if any church is not growing, it 

eventually will have to close down.  

Thus, the question “Will Logie Kirk close down?”, should be answered by 

some other conditional questions. Some of these are: 

Are we growing? Growth is more than mere numbers but definitely includes 

numbers. In the last few months, we have seen new faces. Are you perhaps 

considering returning to Sunday worship – if you haven’t yet?  

But growth is also a question of new initiatives, a growth in understanding of 

who we are and what we stand for. It also has to do with our vision, our 

engagement with younger generations and their own search for faith and 

understanding. Personally, I hope that our initiative with young people and 

Taizé will be like planting trees – one might not see the fruit tomorrow, but it 

might bring some far-reaching change and growth.  



Financially Logie Kirk is facing real challenges. Offerings have diminished, 

expenses have increased. No church can expect to continue running on a 

deficit. You should find more info on the financial aspect of Logie Kirk 

elsewhere in the newsletter. If there is a positive change in this, I believe our 

chances of remaining open longer.  

There will have to be some structural changes to the church. Plans to build 

and change will soon be shared with you all.  

Finally, it is also a question of faith. And belief. And prayer. And above all: 

God.  

To every one of us, thinking about the future and reading this: It is a matter 

of belief in the truth and value of the Church as a visible anchor in a time of 

change.  

The first step we should take, I believe, is to prayerfully engage with who we 

are and what we want to be part of.  

Rev Jan Steyn 
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The picture on the front  cover is from a 

painting of Logie Kirk that is currently 

on display in the vestibule of the Kirk. 

This has been gifted by Jim Walker in 

memory of his wife, Jean, who sang in 

the Choir for many years 

 

 



Baptism 

Hamish 

MacPhee 

was 

baptised 

by Rev 

Jan Steyn 

in Logie 

Kirk on 

Sunday 

16th 

October. 

Logie Kirk Financial Review 

9 Months to end of September 2022 

 



 

The above charts show the income and expenditure of the General Fund 
year-to-date. 

 

Bad news is that Expenditure has exceeded Income by around £34,000. 

Good news is that most of this is accounted for by exceptional Property 
repairs of £33,000 – in particular exceptional masonry repairs to the steeple – 
you may have noticed the scaffolding over the summer, and further good 
news is that around £20,000 of this was covered by rental income we earned 
by letting the manse during the vacancy. 

That money is however now spent, and we need think about our givings in 
order to cover our regular expenditure going forward.  Like everyone, the 
Kirk will be impacted by increased heating costs. 

We are also in discussion with Presbytery as to their requirements so that the 
church is categorised as a building to be retained.  Early indications are that 



minimum requirements would be to separate the area under the gallery to 
create a flexible social space, and upgrade toilet facilities in the Session 
House.  This is essential to our future so needs to be a priority but will also be 
an exciting initiative.  We will investigate what grants may be available to 
support us, but it will inevitably depend on commitment and generosity of 
members of the congregation.  More on this as the picture unfolds, but in the 
meantime please speak about it, and let us know your thoughts. 

Alastair Innes, Alasdair Smith   Joint Treasurers 
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Logie Coffee Morning 

 

Logie’s Tuesday Coffee Morning started up again in the Summer. 

It’s the same but different. It still takes place from 10am but is now in Back 

Hall. Thanks to the donation of a coffee machine we now serve freshly 

brewed coffee. It is now mainly self-service although help is always available 

for those who need it. 

The chat and laughter are still the same, as is the delicious home baking. 

Many thanks to our helpers and if you feel like you can help please contact 

Fiona McBride or Brenda Smith.  



Logie Guiding 

Girlguiding at Logie has come out of the pandemic stronger than ever. In fact, 

some would say that over the last year there has been a resurgence in girls 

from 5 -14 getting involved with guiding.  The new intake of volunteers into 

the leadership team has certainly helped in spreading the word to both the 

girls and parents about how relevant and useful the skills we learn within 

Logie guiding are throughout life, and that they are more relevant now than 

ever in a world where many kids live through cyber channels.   

The numbers have increased from 9, to 25 as of August in the Guide Unit 

alone. We are also keen to assist in the local community and have set up our 

Logie guiding page on Facebook simply called Logie Guiding where you can 

follow what Rainbows, Brownies and Guides are doing at meetings and 

within the community.   

As such we recently held our 

annual McMillan coffee 

evening.  The Brownies helped 

set the tables and the Guides 

ran stalls in their patrols with 

everything from facepainting 

and games, all with a 

Hallowe’en theme.  

 

A beautifully set table by 

Brownies with cakes donated 

by families of both units.   

 

  



As part of our community projects, we 

held our first annual scarecrow 

competition where we invited local 

people to create a scarecrow and place 

in in their window or garden and send 

us a picture.  Over 18 families took 

part! We then printed the images and 

asked everyone at the coffee evening 

to vote for their favourite.  The three 

most popular then won prizes from 

local businesses who supported us in 

this new venture.  Corrieris cafe, AMF 

Bowling and Leanne Kerr Hairdressing 

in Bridge of Allan.  The night was a huge 

success raising £212.70 

The winners’ pictures are shown on the 

left 

 

 

We are grateful to be part of the Logie Church Family and are keen that as we 

create a public Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100085567610693 interested 

members of the community may share their memories and experiences of 

Logie Guiding.   

 

If anyone is interested in joining us as a leader, please have a look at 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-

your-interest/ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100085567610693
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/


A Vision for Young People – Taizé 2023 
 
During the week 18-24 June 2022 we had a first and excellent trip to Taizé. 
Two accompanying adults and 5 youngsters spent the week there – and 
returned inspired and changed. (You can read Oliver’s reflection on this trip 
elsewhere in the newsletter.)  
 
This was a joint effort between Logie Kirk and the Scots Kirk Paris.  
 
We would like to continue this in order to enable a diverse group of young 
people from Scotland to spend a week with the Taizé community in 
Burgundy. 
 
The community at Taizé is an ecumenical community of brothers who share a 
common concern for reconciliation between people and God as well as 
people with one another. 

 
Since the late 1950s Taizé 
has 
 been welcoming young 
adults in ever-growing 
numbers. Each week in the 
summer, the 
intercontinental meetings 
bring together 3,000 to 
5,000 visitors, and between 
500 and 1,000 each week in 
the spring and autumn. 

 
Three times each day, everyone gathers in the Church of Reconciliation for 
prayer, reflection and song, in many different languages. 
 
We recognise that most young people nowadays have probably no contact 
with a church, they think it’s boring or irrelevant or they are dragged there 
reluctantly by their parents or grandparents! But what does society actually 
expect of its young, and what role does faith have for them in the 
21st century? 
 



What we want to achieve is to give young Scots the exciting and encouraging  
experience meeting other young people from across the world who have the 
same challenges and questions about life, faith and God. We seek to show 
them that there is an entirely different world out there, full of other young 
people just like them, and all part of an open, caring, Christian community. 
 
That’s why in June 2023 we are arranging a trip from Scotland to Taizé.  This 
will be the second year we have done this, and the sixth trip that I have 
been involved in. There’s a lot to organise, and many meetings to take place 
over the coming months, but June 2023 will be here before we know it. 
 

We will bring you updates on this project in each newsletter, please keep it in 
your mind and in your prayers, and let others know about it. 

 

Oliver’s Story - A reflection on a week amongst other young people 

 
After the June 2022 trip to Taizé in Burgundy, France, one of the fellow 
travellers, 20 year old Oliver Campbell-Roger, took some time to reflect on 
what he experienced and what happened to him during this time. Here is 
what he said:  
 
I decided prior to going to Taizé that I did not want to hear anything about 
the experience, I wanted to enter with no expectations. Although there were a 
few stories I listened to, all involving people going to Taizé and hating it, only 
to completely reverse their feelings and not want to leave a week later. I was 
interested in how a place could provoke such strong and yet polar feelings 
within the space of a few days. 
 
When I first arrived, I met two people from North America, one from the 
United States of America and the other from Canada. I was taken a little 
aback by how willing they were to travel for several hours in a plane to get 
there. I was intrigued by their reasoning to travel so far only to spend a week. 
A few hours later I was shocked once more, as I met an amazing Swedish 
group. They had travelled by bus for around 30 hours. I couldn’t fathom why 
people were willing to endure such long and uncomfortable journeys, just to 
repeat the same journey home a few days later. 
 



That night I 
set myself 
the task of 
answering 
that very 
question, 
why are 
people 
happy to 
travel under 
such 
conditions 
to come 
here? 
Especially 

after having had my first prayer. I looked around, struggling to find a 
significant reason to justify this collection of strangers across from the globe 
gathered under the same roof. 
 
My first inclination that night was people enjoyed the tranquillity Taizé 
offered. There was so much nature to take in and easy-going people, 
everything just felt simple and relaxing. Maybe it offered an opportunity to 
step aside from their usual hectic lives. 
 
On the second day I found the bible study moving. Here I was, in a group of 
people who were willing to listen to what I had to say. They were happy to 
hear me being vulnerable and contributed in with similar experiences they 
had. Taizé had created an environment for a short period of the day, were 
sharing insecurities and difficult emotions felt normal. Relationships were 
easily formed as a result. 
Day three arrived and I found another reason why I felt people kept coming 
back to this place. The people you meet. There was something beautiful about 
seeing the people arrive at the same time as you, only to become friends a 
few days later. 
 
Day four was a similar discovery to day three. This time I discovered that 
those same people were very similar to myself. Taizé brought together a 
group of people who also enjoyed meeting new people and learning about 



new things, cultures, and languages. A group of people I have largely 
struggled to find everywhere else. 
 
Day five offered the insight that people come here to reconnect with their 
faith. From listening to my new friends, I discovered a lot of them felt they 
had fallen out of religion slightly. They came to Taizé in efforts to rekindle 
their beliefs. I found Taizé also allow for this. Praying three times a day, 
surrounded by people the same age and mentality as mine was incredibly 
refreshing. I believe this sparks the motivation to return home and diligently 
return to practicing their religion once more. 
 
Day six offered me more new experiences. The people I had met were able to 
encourage me to try new things. Things my closest friends back home have 
failed to do for years. My new friends were able to gently push me out of my 
comfort zone, offering the opportunity to improve. Opportunities that I would 
be reluctant to take otherwise. 
 
On my final day I found a sincere beauty in my last prayer. I looked around, 
like I had done on my first day. The same group of people all sitting in the 
same room, in silence, sharing the last few moments they all had together. 
This time however instead of seeing strangers I saw faces I knew. Faces that 
had become family. Faces I simply did not want to part ways with in the next 
few hours. 

To be transparent, I still have no answer as to why people keep returning to 
Taizé, all I know is I am one of them now. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The proceeds from the Church of Scotland World 

Mission Council Stamp Project help to support the 

salary of a pastor in Syria and Lebanon. 

There is a collection box in the vestibule for any 

used stamps that you wish to donate, or hand them 

to any Elder 

 



Deceased Members 

The following members have died since the last edition of Logie Kirk News: 

Alexander Dunsmore, David Singleton-Bruce, Frances Lewis. Moira Hutcheon 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Safeguarding 

Janice Lawson has recently been approved as  a Safeguarding Coordinator for 
the Church of Scotland and has reviewed current legislation and procedures 
as they affect Logie Kirk. The Safeguarding Co-ordinator acts on behalf  of the 
Kirk Session. 
 
Safeguarding is about protecting children and adults at risk who are in Church 
organisations, and the aim is to create and maintain a safe environment for 
all, so that the dignity of each person is respected.  
 
 The Church of Scotland’s Safeguarding message is: 
If you suspect or witness harm or abuse, or it is reported to you, you must 
immediately report it to your Safeguarding Co-Ordinator. 
 
There is a Safeguarding Panel at Logie  that has delegated responsibilities for 
safeguarding and comprises the Safeguarding Coordinator  and the two 
session clerks.  
in consultation with the Panel Janice has identified the current organisations 
which are affected by Safeguarding and checked that policies and procedures 
are as directed by the Church of Scotland Safeguarding Service. There have 
been a number of changes in procedures in the two years of  lockdown which 
require action. 
 Additional posters have been displayed at the Kirk and hall. Training has 
been arranged for the Minister and the session clerks, along with refresher 
training for members of the kirk session. 
The Kirk Safeguarding Congregational register  which holds the names of  
members actively doing paid or voluntary work with children or protected  
adults has been reviewed and updated.  



The Hall Management Committee has been provided with a recommended 
hall booking form which includes information about safeguarding to ensure 
any external bookings comply. 
What else needs to be done? Any new organisation which we set up needs to 
have a job description for Safeguarding purposes and we need to recruit 
volunteers using safe recruitment procedures. 
 Records are kept of the process by the Safeguarding coordinator including 
the advertisements, application forms, references, and any necessary 
disclosure checks.   
 For more details visit the Safeguarding pages on the Church of Scotland 
website at churchofscotland.org.uk/about-us/safeguarding-service  
Or you can contact Janice Lawson on vaulbay@gmail.com 
  

Dates for your diary 

Sunday 6th November  Holy Communion 11.00 at the Kirk 

Sunday 13th November Remembrance Sunday 10.45, War Memorial,  

  Causewayhead Park, followed by Service in the Kirk at 11.30 

Sunday 27th November Unwrapping of Nativity 11.00 at the Kirk 

Saturday 3rd December Christmas Tree Festival 2.00pm at the Kirk 

Saturday 24th December Christingle Service  7.00pm in the Hall. but come 

     at 6.30pm to make the Christingle. 

Saturday 24th December Watchnight Service  11.30pm at the Kirk , Choir 

      singing from 11.15pm 

No service on Sunday 25 December but normal service resumes on Sunday 1 

January 2023 

 

 



Logie Kirk’s Christmas Tree Festival 

In a first for Logie, there will be a Christmas Tree Festival running each 

Saturday and Sunday from 3rd December through till 18th. Various groups, 

our schools and individuals have agreed to dress a tree in their particular 

way. 

Volunteers are needed to help out in the Kirk, provide baking and serve in the 

Session House. If you feel you would like to join in, please contact Brenda 

Smith on 07542730493 

Names and Contacts 

Minister  Reverend Jan Steyn   01786 271809 

JSteyn@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Session Clerk Team:     Dianne McNaughton     07727 689446  
    DianneMcNaughton_132162@churchofscotland.org.uk 
    Brenda Smith                 07542 730493  
    Brenda Smith_132103@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 
Organist:  Alasdair Smith     01786 834460 

alasdair.smith@scottishwidows.co.uk  

Treasurer Team: Alastair Innes     01786 822942 

     innesalastair4@gmail.com 

   Alasdair Smith               01786 834460 

Hall Bookings:  Jackie Taylor      07749 565524  

    logiehalls@tiscali.co.uk 01786 448251 

 

Editor   Dave Roderick    07876 023346 

     david.roderick2@btinternet.com 

@logiekirkstirling 

www.logiekirk.org 
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