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CHRISTMAS 2020 



Services at the Kirk 

The next services will be on Thursday 17th and Sunday 20th December, 

Sundays 3rd and 17th January, Thursday 21st January and Sunday 31st January, 

Sunday 14th February, Thursday 18th February, and Sunday 28th February, all 

at 11am. Numbers are limited due to social distancing requirements. If you 

would like to attend a service, please book your place by calling 07542 

730493 as we are following Test and Protect Scotland procedures. 

 

Church of Scotland Stamp Appeal 

Each year the World Mission Council asks congregations to collect used 

postage stamps  in order to raise money to help support a project run by one 

of their partners.  This year’s  proceeds will benefit The Women’s 

Development Centre (WDC) in Kandy, Sri Lanka which runs a project to 

support women and girls who have been victims of rape and sexual violence. 

There will be a collection point for the stamps in the Kirk after Christmas, or 

they may be popped through the letterbox in the Hall or sent to Session Clerk 

Brenda Smith. 



A message from the interim Moderator 

Dear Friends,  

“All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth…”. 

So, the old song goes.  For some of us this year, 

even getting to the dentist to protect those 

teeth, has been a complicated and perhaps even 

impossible task.  I don’t think anyone will ever 

describe 2020 as normal, or even as the state we 

would like to consider the “new normal” 

For many, it is difficult to imagine what Christmas 

will be like.  It will be like nothing we have ever experienced before and I 

know that for so many, that will be a great disappointment in so many 

ways.  For some it will be tainted by bereavement or ill-health, for others by 

unemployment or poverty, for still others loneliness, isolation, or poor 

mental health.  

In the time of the emperor Augustus, a decree went out that people should 

not stay at home but should travel miles to their family homes.  It was in such 

unusual circumstances, so far from the “normal” of the time, that an 

unmarried couple found themselves in a small town not far from Jerusalem, 

but very far from home, as the young woman gave birth to a child.  God 

knows what abnormal feels like and into such a world he sent His Son, to be a 

light, a hope, our Saviour.  

Whatever passes for Christmas for you and yours this year, my prayer for you 

is that at the very heart you would know the peace of Christ.  

Your friend and interim moderator, 

Alison 



Roy Anderson 1944-2020 

Roy was a valued member of Logie Choir, 

having first joined as a boy and then 

again from 1995 to 2015. He was 

ordained as a Kirk Elder in 1994. Away 

from the Kirk he was a keen golfer. He 

was a veterinary surgeon by profession, 

initially at his father’s practice at Abbey 

Craig, and later becoming a founding 

partner of Broadleys Veterinary Hospital 

in 1994. 

Anne Pickles 1932 – 2020 

Anne attended Logie since she was a child growing up in 

Blairlogie. She was ordained as an elder in 1990, was a 

keen member of the Guild, and a supporter of worship at 

Hanover Court. She was on the Property Committee for a 

number of years, and she also organised the collection of 

postage stamps for the World Mission project appeals.  

She was a generous person, gifting a silver jug that is 

used at every baptism and providing the CH4 hymnals at 

the Kirk.  

Deaths 

Logie Members who have died during 2020:  

Nan Oswald Roseann Ferguson Walter Wood Ronnie Skinner 

Roy Anderson Alick Kennedy Anne Pickles Jean McAlpine  

Moira Adamson  Norah Gardner 



Remembrance 2020 

This year Remembrance commemorations 

marked several notable anniversaries: 

75 years since the end of the Second World War, 

80 years since the Battle of Britain, 

perhaps the most poignant, the centenary of the 

unveiling of the cenotaph, literally 

the empty tomb, and the burial of the Unknown 

Soldier in Westminster Abbey. 

It was a very different Remembrance Sunday for 

all of us, but there was a moving service by 

Reverend Alison Britchfield on our Facebook page 

featuring footage of the War Memorial in Causewayhead. 

Dianne McNaughton and Alastair Innes laid a wreath there on behalf of 

Logie. Senior pupils from Wallace High had already laid theirs. 

 

A phrase 

adopted by 

Logie folk to 

mark our 

Bicentenary 

in 2006 was 

Thinking 

back, looking 

forward, 

which seems 

so fitting. 

We 

remember 

those who made the greatest sacrifice, but look forward to next 

Remembrance Sunday, when hopefully our new minister will lead the 

service there. 



Norah Gardner - An Appreciation 
 

On 15 March 2020, the choir sang as an anthem ‘God so loved the world’ from 

Stainer’s Crucifixion.  We did not know it 

that Sunday, but it was to be our last 

before COVID lockdown and restrictions 

took hold, and it was to be Norah’s last 

anthem.  For sadly our longest-serving 

member of 48 years had a stroke some 

weeks later and died on 17 

November.  ‘God so loved the world’ - 

there is something uncannily appropriate 

that those were the words left ringing in 

our ears. 

Norah Gardner loved Logie Kirk Choir.  I do not think it is too presumptuous to 

make that claim.  For why else each Christmas, which she spent with her sister 

and family in Brechin, would she postpone driving up north until Christmas 

morning so she could join in singing at the Watchnight service?  And we, in turn, 

loved her dearly. 

A schoolteacher by profession, when I was tempted to indulge in a little 

inappropriate humour, she could give me a wry smile.  And the basses sitting 

behind her could be equally adept at tipping her disapproval gauge into the 

red.  When she was working, she must often have gone back into school on a 

Friday, after the choir practice on a Thursday evening, with renewed acceptance 

that naughty schoolboys would never change! 

Norah was a part of the choir, and the choir was a part of Norah.  As we 

contemplate Christmas apart from her, I am reminded of the words of the carol 

which enfold so beautifully the Christmas story with what lies beyond: 

 

       Where they need no star to guide, 

       Where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

Alasdair Smith 



 

Christmas Quiz 
 
The answers to this quiz are all there for us to find.  
Answers to questions 1-12  are all to be found in the Bible and 13-20 in CH4. 
 
1. Which two gospels tell us where Jesus was born?   
2. How did Mary find our she was going to have a child?   
3. What did Joseph want to do when he found out Mary was pregnant? 
4. Who else are we told was pregnant at the same time as Mary? 
5. Who made the decree for everyone to be registered? 
6.  Where did Joseph live?   
7. Why was Bethlehem where Mary and Joseph were registered?   
8. Who were the first people to be told of the birth of Jesus?  
9. What did the Angel of the Lord first say in the fields? 
10. In which gospel do we read of the visitors who brought gifts? 
11. How did the visitors find Jesus?      
12. What gifts did the visitors bring to Jesus? 

 
13. With what should good Christians rejoice?    
14. What do the Herald Angels sing?   
15. How should the faithful come?      
16. Wear Many Again (anag)      
17. Small Place of David       
18. Quiet, It’s not daybreak yet.      
19. If we then stroll (anag)       
20. When the frosty winds made moan. 



 

Property News 
 

All the recent 'property activity' has been related to the reopening of the Kirk 
and halls. A reopening team was formed and all members, and others, 
contributed towards satisfying the requirements of state and church with 
regard to Covid regulations.  All are thanked for their hard work, which has 
allowed both buildings to open safely.  
 

Attached is a photo of the sanctuary downstairs with the allocated seating 
spaces for a maximum of 38 attendees.  Cushions have been removed from 
the in-use seating.  Now that we are in Level 4 the maximum number of 
attendees is reduced to 20 - plenty of space for everyone! 
 
Prior to the reopening preparations, the manse was let out to a family who 
are moving to this area and planning to build a new home.  Various works 
were carried out at the manse at an approximate cost of £3,000, to bring it 
back up to standard.  The letting of the manse provides much needed 
additional income, as well as enhancing the security aspect of the property. 
 
Gordon Smith 



Retirements 

After 12 years June Dunsmore has 

retired as Beadle of Logie. We 

would like to thank June for her 

dedication to keeping the Kirk so 

clean, for attending to the needs 

of anyone taking part in a service 

and for the knack of finding out 

how people were and passing on 

that information. She intends to 

spend  more time looking after her 

mother and grandchildren and we 

all wish her well. 

Graham Eadie stepped down as Joint Session Clerk after 

seven years in the role. Graham’s big heart was immediately 

evident as he took on this responsibility not long after moving 

to Logie. He spent many long hours trying to assist our 

ministers and interim moderators. Barely a conversation 

passed without some Greek reference and a smile.  

 

 
Answers to the Christmas Quiz 

 

 

1. Matthew and Luke  2. The Angel Gabriel told her  3.  Quietly divorce her  4. 

Elizabeth  5. Caesar Augustus  6. Nazareth  7. It was Joseph’s ancestral town  

8.  Shepherds  9. I bring you good news of great joy  10. Matthew  11. By 

following a star  12  Gold, Frankincense & Myrrh 13. Heart and Soul and Voice 

14. Glory to the New Born King    15.  Joyful and Triumphant   16. Away In A 

Manger 17. O Little Town of Bethlehem     18. Silent Night 19. The First Nowell         

20. In the Bleak Midwinter 



Baptism of Lilias Jane Catriona Ellis on 22.12 2019 

 
Its been a year since 

this happy event took 

place but this is the first 

issue of Logie Kirk News 

to have been produced 

since then. Lilias has a 

strong connection with 

Logie:  

Her mum and dad had 

an engagement 

blessing at Logie. 

Her mum was baptised 

in Logie, grandparents 

were married in Logie and great grandparents (Bob and Catherine McIntosh) 

were active members including an elder, Catherine is still a member of Logie. 

 

COVID-19 and its effect on Logie Finances 

 
Due to UK and Scottish Government restrictions introduced in attempts to stem 

the current Coronavirus pandemic all congregational and community activities 

within the Logie Kirk estate were suspended from mid-March and currently 

remain in a very restricted operational mode. 

One aspect of these restrictions has been the effect lockdown has had on the 

Kirk’s finances.  There has been a marked downturn in income from Open Plate 

and Freewill Offerings, Pound in the Pot, Weddings and Funerals along with the 

major loss of Hall income from third party rentals, Coffee Mornings and other 

social and community activities. 

On the positive side members who contribute to the Kirk via bank Standing 

Orders have continued to do so ensuring our ability to continue to make the 

regular payments required of the Congregation and we are indeed grateful to 

them for their continuing use of this regular payment method and to the 



many other members, previously contributing to the Kirk via other means, 

who have over the last few months transferred to this more regular and 

secure donation method.   

As we go forward into a new year, you may wish to consider changing the 

method you currently use for your regular giving for the work of the Kirk.   If 

you wish to make any change in your method of giving please contact either 

of the Joint Treasurers who will assist you with making the appropriate 

changes. (Contact details are on the next page)  

A review of the financial results for 2020 will be included In the Spring edition 

of Logie Kirk News along with our projections for 2021. 

 Alastair Innes 

Joint Treasurer  

Presbytery Report 

On Thursday, 5th November our Interim Moderator, Rev Alison Britchfield was 

installed as Moderator of Stirling Presbytery.                                                              

Alison Is going to have a busy year as Stirling 

Presbytery will join the Presbytery's of Perth, 

Dunkeld and Meigle, Dundee and Angus, by 

2022. Presbytery convenors have started 

discussions on ways of working together.                                                                                                                                   

As a Session and Congregation let us give 

Alison all our support as we head into the 

search for a new minister, hopefully quite 

quickly to relieve her of one more duty as our Interim Moderator. 

The Moderator’s Scarf was presented to Alison outside Tillicoultry Church 

 

Hazel M Turnbull                                                                                                

Presbytery Elder  

Front cover pictures by J Club (clockwise from top left) Iona McLean, Katie 

McLean, Fraser Brownlee, Charlotte Logan, Arwen Brownlee. 

 



Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee has been appointed and had their first meeting 
on 29th November. The plan is to begin work in earnest early in the New 
Year. Those elected to serve on the Committee are: 
Jim Miller, Hazel Turnbull, Fiona McBride, Gordon Barclay, Brenda Smith, 
Dianne McNaughton,  Paula McColl, , Alasdair Smith, Nancy McLean, 
Ian  McKerracher, Gavin Armstrong, , Katja Neumann, Sheena Muir. 

 

 
 

Names and Contacts 

Interim Moderator:  The Revd Alison Britchfield  01259 750340 

ABritchfield@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Team: Dianne McNaughton  07727 689446 

Eilidh08@sky.com 

   Brenda Smith   07542 730493 

cotkerse.house@hotmail.com 

Organist:  Alasdair Smith   01786 834460  

Treasurer Team: Alastair Innes   01786 822942 

Alastair.innes@talk21.com 

   Alasdair Smith   01786 834460 

Editor   Dave Roderick   07876 023346 

   david.roderick2@btinternet.com 

@logiekirkstirling  

www.logiekirk.org 
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