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A Word from our Interim Moderator – Colin Renwick  
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

One of the recurring comments from those who are asked to 

conduct worship and play the organ at Logie Kirk is that it is 

always a pleasure to be with such a warm-hearted, 

welcoming and responsive congregation. Having preached 

and, on one occasion, played the organ at Logie Kirk, I know 

exactly what they mean. Logie Kirk is a welcoming, friendly, 

and responsive group of people, and one, I believe, that is 

daring to look forward in faith. The difference in atmosphere 

at worship, and especially at Kirk Session meetings, since I 

began as interim moderator is striking. There has been a 

distinct shift in thinking from lamenting what we can no 

longer do to anticipating what new things can be achieved in 

the future. It is encouraging and a joy to see.  

When I began as Interim Moderator at Logie Kirk, three areas 

of concern were prevalent: 

 

1. The future of Logie Kirk building, especially as the 

Presbytery Mission Plan indicated that, in due course, 

Sunday worship should be relocated from Logie Kirk 

building to the halls in Causewayhead; 



2. The future pattern of ministry in Logie Kirk and 

whether the congregation would be permitted to call a 

new minister. 

3.  Whether, given the uncertainty, the congregation at 

Logie Kirk would remain, move elsewhere, or simply 

not attend worship anywhere at all.  

When rumours were circulating that the American author 

and humourist, Mark Twain, was dying or had actually 

died, his response was pithy and direct: “I can understand 

perfectly how the report of my illness got about. I have 

even heard on good authority that I was dead. James Ross 

Clemens, of St. Louis, a cousin of mine, was seriously ill 

two or three weeks ago in London, but is well now. The 

report of my illness grew out of his illness. The report of 
my death was an exaggeration.”  

 

Much the same could be said of Logie Kirk.  

 

I am delighted to see that so many people have chosen to 

remain as part of Logie Kirk and to work towards a positive 

future for a congregation they have grown to know and love. 

Although the location of Logie Kirk building was deemed to 

be a disadvantage when the Presbytery Mission Plan was 

being drawn up, it can be argued that the very opposite is the 

case, with its attractive, tranquil, and historic setting being a 

positive factor that presents the congregation with significant 

advantages as well as challenges.  



If the Session House and vestibule area of the church building 

might be reviewed to provide a more welcoming and flexible 

space, with improved kitchen and toilet facilities, these areas 

have the potential to become a valuable asset, not simply for 

the life of the congregation but the wider community too, 

becoming an attractive venue to which small groups couple 

turn for times of reflection and retreat.  

 

In addition to this, there has been an upsurge in interest in 

Pilgrim Ways throughout Scotland over the past 20 years.  

The establishment of the Scottish Pilgrim Route Forum and 

the creation of a number of Pilgrim Routes throughout 

Scotland, including the Fife Pilgrim Way, the Border Abbeys 

Pilgrim Way, the Forth to Farne Pilgrim Way, the St 

Kentigern’s Way and the St Magnus Way demonstrates this 

increased interest.  Given the location of Logie Kirk and its 

long history as a place of Christian worship, consideration is 
being given to the creation of a pilgrim way which might 

include, not only Logie Kirk, but other local historic Christian 

sites such as Cambuskenneth Abbey, Dunblane Cathedral, 

The Leighton Library in Dunblane and the Old Kilmadock 

Church and Cemetery near Doune.   

 

If facilities within the Session House were improved, Logie 

Kirk might also be developed as a venue for concerts.  Its 

attractive location, close to centres of population and with 

ample parking, plus a fairly large chancel area to 

accommodate performers should work in its favour.   



With help, advice and encouragement from Jamie 

Macnamara, the Buildings Officer for the Presbytery of Perth, 

the Kirk Session has invited an architect, Rebecca Cadie of 

ARP Lorimer Architects in Ayr, to draw up a feasibility study 

for the development of the Session House and Vestibule of 

the Church. Rebeca has a considerable amount of experience 

in developing church buildings in order to create attractive, 
flexible spaces that both respect the history and beauty of 

such buildings while making them more suitable for the 

needs of a changing church in the 21st century.  I am not 

alone in being excited at seeing what Rebecca suggests.  

It is my hope that, once these developments are presented to 
the Presbtery of Perth, along with a clear indication of how 

we believe Logie Kirk building, may enhance the 

congregation’s Christian witness and sense of mission, 

consideration may be given to changing the categorisation of 

Logie Kirk building from B to A, whereby the intention would 

be to retain it as a place of worship for the foreseeable 

future.  

 

If and when that decision is made, I hope that the Presbytery 

of Perth might then consider the possibility of Logie Kirk 

being allowed to call a minister on the basis of a deferred 

linkage. 

 

The challenges being faced by Logie Kirk are being faced by 

the vast majority, if not all, congregations within The Church 

of Scotland at present. There are fewer ministers than 

before, and congregations are generally smaller and older 



than used to be the case. However, in comparison to many 

places, Logie Kirk is still a relatively strong congregation and 

can be even more so, if each and every one of us takes 

seriously the fact that the future work, worship and witness 

of Logie Kirk is the responsibility, not simply of a chosen few, 

but of us all. The great and splendidly named preacher of old, 

Arthur Gossip, once preached and published a sermon on 
“the spiritual danger of feeling insignificant.” The 

contribution each and every one of us can make, in time, 

energy, sharing our gifts, giving, being present at worship if 

we are able, and in prayer, is significant.  

 

Let us take heart from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: 

“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 

praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 

you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 

of Jesus Christ.” 

 

I do thank God for you, pray for you, and have confidence 

that God still has work for the people of Logie Kirk to do.  

 

May God bless you all, 

Colin 
 

Colin C. Renwick 

Interim Moderator 

Logie Kirk 



 

“LOGIE SINGERS” 
 

When our organist and choir suddenly departed at the end of 

February, I think that I can say that, as a congregation we 

were left with a sense of musical loss. 

 

A short while later I was approached by some members of 

the congregation with the suggestion that we start up a 

singing group and I was asked if I would co-ordinate this. 

Since Dave and I had already discussed together ideas along 

the same lines, I agreed to take this on. 

The following Sunday I put out an appeal to the congregation 

for anyone interested in joining a singing group, which would 

lead us all into worship, to speak to me after the service. We 

were delighted when seven volunteers came forward. 

 

From the outset we agreed that we would sing in unison and 

not attempt four-part harmonies. 

 

Since that day in March, we have managed to lead you all into 

worship every Sunday, even through the summer holiday 

period when our numbers were depleted and have been 

greatly encouraged by how well you have received our 

efforts. 

 



The main aims of the group are to create an atmosphere 

which enables us all to focus on our worship of God and to 

teach new songs and hymns to the wider congregation. 

There are a great many hymns in CH4 which are unknown to 

the bulk of the congregation, and we now have a supplement 

to CH4 in the ‘Green Book’, God Welcomes All’. It is always a 

good thing to widen our knowledge of hymns and praise 

songs, as this not only brings a greater richness and depth to 

our worship but will also give those conducting the services 

(and any future minister we call) a greater variety of choice 

when planning the praise part of worship. 

 

If anyone is thinking you would like to join us, you will be 

most welcome. We are not a closed shop! 

Jan Gillies 

 

 



 
 

 

 

‘THREADED TOGETHER’ PRAYER 

 

Heavenly Father, 

You created and formed us in Your image. 

You knit us together and we are wonderfully made. 

Help us to love and care for one another, reflecting Your love 

in our world and communities. 

Thread us together in peace and harmony, working to create 

Your kingdom of justice and mercy here on earth, 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Open Doors at the Kirk 

This July and August, the Kirk once again opened its doors 

every Sunday afternoon from 2–4pm. Visitors were able to 

enjoy both the Old Kirk and the graveyard, with people 

coming from near and far to take in these special places. 

Inside, there was always a warm welcome with tea, coffee, 

home baking, and a friendly chat. Many enjoyed watching 

the informative DVD, browsing the information sheets, or 

simply soaking up the quiet, reflective atmosphere of the 

beautiful Kirk building. 

It was lovely to hear people sharing their memories of the 

church—childhood visits, baptisms, weddings, and other 

special moments. The Kirk clearly holds a treasured place in 

so many lives, and it was wonderful to give people the 

chance to step inside, pause, and reflect. 

The Session House also proved popular, offering the perfect 

spot for a peaceful cuppa before heading up to the Old Kirk. 

On average, we welcomed around 20 visitors each Sunday 

(plus the occasional dog!). 

A big thank you goes to all our helpers who opened the Kirk, 

served refreshments, and acted as guides. We couldn’t have 

done it without you. 

Here’s to another great summer in 2026! 

Lynne Rennie 



FRIENDS OF LOGIE KIRK (“FOLK”) 

 

As many will be aware FOLK was a standalone charitable trust 

set up some years ago to support the work of Logie Kirk in 
the community. A majority of the Trustees were members of 

the Kirk Session but it has always also had external Trustees 

who recently have been a Deputy Principal at the University 

and the Heads of Wallace High and Cornton Primary. Its main 

focus has been on the young in the community with annual 

awards to the schools and pupils at Wallace High and 

Cornton and Riverside Primaries. In addition, the Trustees 

administered the Jim Meldrum Memorial Award to the 

student with the best dissertation on a Christian topic at the 

University. 

 

With all the recent uncertainty over what would happen to 

Logie Kirk going forward the Trustees decided (after 

considering the various options) that the best way to ensure 

that their work with the young (and in particular the school 

awards) would continue was to set up endowment funds for 

each of  the Schools, separate from their other funds, only  to 

be used by them for awards as before. These have now been 

established with £20,000 in the fund for Wallace High and 

£10,000 in funds for each of Cornton and Riverside Primaries. 

These should ensure that there are sufficient funds for the 

awards for at least the next 10 years. In addition the Trustees 

have transferred the funds and administration of the Jim 

Meldrum Memorial Fund to the University. 



Having done this the Trustees concluded that it would be 

sensible to close down FOLK and distribute its remaining 

funds to  local charitable organisations which had been 

supported in the past by Logie Kirk. This was done with the 

consent and approval of the Office for Charitable 

Organisations in Scotland (OSCR”).  £500 has been donated 

to each of  the 1st Logie Brownies , 1st Logie Guides and the 
8th Stirling Boys Brigade. £1,500 has been donated to each of 

Start Up Stirling, Townbreak, Plus Forth Valley and Stirling & 

District Women’s Aid  and the balance of funds of £929.47 to 

Stirling Street Pastors. 

 

Following this FOLK has been dissolved with the approval of 

OSCR.  

 

Each of the Schools, the University and each of the charities 

supported have been extremely grateful for the endowments 

and donations and the support given by FOLK and the 

members of Logie Kirk. The endowments should ensure that 

the support for the Schools and the pupils continues for 

some time to come. 

 

Ian Lumsden 

 

 

 

 



 
LOGIE MANSE 

 
A warm welcome to our new tenants, Jake and Melissa 
Lehman and family who have moved to Scotland from the 
United States…. 
 
Greetings from the Lehman family currently residing at the 
Logie Kirk Manse. We are very happy to have finally arrived in 
Scotland after much preparation and anticipation.  We 
arrived on September 2nd and have been busy getting all the 
necessities needed for our home and life here in Stirling.  Our 
family is very thankful to have such a wonderful home to live 
in during Jake’s first year of familiarisation for ministry in 
Scotland.  We have also been touched by how welcoming and 
hospitable people here have been since we arrived.  Allow us 
to introduce ourselves to the congregation. 
 
Our family consists of Jake, Melissa, Clare(16), George(13), 
and Julia(9).  Clare is a kind teen who enjoys art, music and 
dance.  George is a happy kid who enjoys listening to his 
favorite music while having dance parties.  He also loves 
bowling.  Julia is a social butterfly who is into arts and crafts, 
playgrounds and Minecraft.  Clare is looking forward to new 
experiences and meeting new people in Scotland.  She is 
enjoying the beautiful landscape here in Stirling.  George 
enjoys chips and ice cream so he is very happy here. Julia has 
enjoyed walking around in Stirling and seeing the beautiful 
views and of course all the rainbows.  She is excited to get a 
cat and a dog.  She is also looking forward to going to school 



and making new friends.  We are from Kalamazoo, Michigan 
where Jake was a pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church for the 
past 15 years.  Melissa spent her time at home with kids 
while also working part time as a guest teacher and tutor in 
the schools when the kids got older.  We are excited for this 
new journey in our lives as a family and want to again express 
our gratitude for how gracious everyone in the church has 
been since we arrived.  Blessings-The Lehman’s 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving will be celebrated at Logie on Sunday, 

12th October.   

We are looking for volunteers to decorate the Kirk ahead of 

our service.  It will be open on Saturday 11th October 

between 10-12noon. 

If you can spare some time to help it would be much 

appreciated. 

 

  

  



Our Condolences 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of:  

 

Andy Miller James Wilmot 

Mary Elder Jonny Brown 

Evelyn Loch  Effie Allison 

David Brydie 

Irene Kerr 

 

Lorna Gammack 

Lorna Gammack 
 
It was with great sadness that we said goodbye to Lorna at 
her funeral on 2nd September.  Lorna was our longest 
standing female Elder alongside Margaret Logan, both having 
been ordained at the same time in 1977. 
 
Lorna was born in 1930 in Banffshire, the youngest of 4 
sisters.  She was a Doric speaker who clearly had a love of 
language as she later went on to learn Latin, Italian, German 
and French.  Lorna was a dux medalist who become a primary 
school teacher.  She met her husband Bertie whilst 
recuperating from illness and they were married in 1955.  
Bertie and Lorna settled in Stirling in 1959 and Lorna began a 
teaching post at Riverside Primary where she remained for 
many years. 
 



Lorna was very active in the Church and held several roles at 
Logie including Sunday School teacher, Guild President and 
Hall Convener.  She also founded the Young Mothers’ club, 
and the Tuesday Coffee morning which continues to this day. 
 
Our sincere condolences go to her family. Lorna will be fondly 
remembered and much missed. 
 

 
 

 

 



Your Kirk needs you! 
  
Many hands make light work and this is certainly true when it 
comes to Logie Kirk.  
 
Our Session Clerk role has been split into 3 areas - Hazel 
Turnbull has kindly taken on responsibility of Minute Taker at 
meetings. Pastoral care is also hopefully in hand, which 
leaves us looking for a willing volunteer for the administrative 
side of the role. Do you have a necessary skills to take on this 
part of the role? 
 
We hope we now have a Property Conveynor who, once 
confirmed, will be approaching suitably skilled people to 
create a Property Team.  
 
Logie Fellowship team will be looking for willing new 
members to continue a vital part of the Kirk life – coming 
together to socialise, celebrate and raise funds for causes 
close to our hearts.  
 
If you feel you can help with any of the roles mentioned 
above, please speak to a member of the Session. We would 
be most grateful for your support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Logie WhatsApp Group 
 
We currently have 32 members in our WhatsApp Group and 
would love to add more people. We have found this group is 
a great place to share general information and news quickly. 
It is also a space to share positive messages and interesting 
facts/ photos. If you would like to be included in the group, 
please pass your mobile number to Paula McColl or Lesley 
McAuley (see below for contact details).  
 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Sunday 12th October  Harvest Thanksgiving 

  

Sunday 9th November Remembrance 

Sunday 

  

  

  

  



Names and Contacts 

 

Interim Moderator  
 

Reverend Colin Renwick    

01786 822205 

crenwick@churchofscotland.org.uk  
 

Session Clerk Team:   
 

Vacant   / tbc   
   

Treasurer:  Alastair Innes        01786 822942  

       (innesalastair4@gmail.com)   

 

Hall Bookings:   
 

Jackie Taylor         
 

07749 565524   
         

Editors:   Paula McColl       07702 285477  

      (paulamccoll@gmail.com)   

      Lesley McAuley    
(Lesleyward50@hotmail.com) 

07734 157518  

   

 @logiekirkstirling 

 www.logiekirk.org  
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